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government would foot the bill—that
was the proposal initially when the
Green New Deal was rolled out. ‘‘Un-
willing to work.” Don’t like the job?
Don’t want to get out of bed in the
morning? Don’t worry; hard-working
Americans who are getting up and
going to work every day will foot the
bill so you can stay home. I am sure it
comes as no surprise that this received
a great deal of criticism and even ridi-
cule 2 years ago.

Unfortunately for the taxpayers who
actually do get up every morning and
go to work, we are seeing this play out
in real time. Folks who lost their jobs
and who are now able but unwilling to
return to work can continue to reap
the bolstered unemployment benefits
that our Democratic colleagues pro-
vided for them through September.

Another restaurant owner in Texas
said that between the stimulus checks
and the enhanced unemployment bene-
fits, it is tough to find people who want
to work at all. He said:

I believe our biggest competition in the job
market is the government.

This isn’t an isolated problem. In
Texas, the average unemployment ben-
efits equal more than $36,000 a year. In
Washington State, you can receive
$39,000 a year in unemployment bene-
fits. In Massachusetts, it is $41,000 a
year.

A few Governors have said their
States will stop offering the bolstered
benefits because it is a disincentive for
workers to get back on the job. If you
are able to stay home and bring in as
much money or maybe even more than
you were earning while you were actu-
ally working, what is the incentive to
go back?

This poor job report isn’t a surprise
to anyone who has spoken to employ-
ers, as I have, who have said repeatedly
that no one wants to return to work
when they can get paid to stay home.

Another factor that has likely con-
tributed to the slow recovery is the
slow reopening of schools. Despite the
fact that in many States, teachers are
among the first individuals to get vac-
cinated, the return to classrooms has
been incredibly slow. Less than half
the school districts throughout the
country are operating fully in person.

The nearly $2 trillion that our Demo-
cratic colleagues rammed through Con-
gress in March did little to get us back
on track. It sent more than $120 billion
more to K-12 schools that were already
flush with cash but attached no re-
quirement that the money be used to
actually get children back in the class-
room, where we know they will learn
best.

If at least one parent has to be home
with their children for even part of the
week, that makes it incredibly difficult
for them to return to work. For single
parents, it is virtually impossible.

If we are ever going to get our econ-
omy back on track, we need to get our
children safely back in school. We need
to get people who are able but who are
currently unwilling to work to get
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back on the job. And we need to supply
the businesses that managed to survive
this past year with a reliable work-
force.

Right now, the biggest hurdle to our
economic recovery is the government
itself. That needs to change. If you
asked the President or a number of our
Democratic colleagues in the Senate,
they would say the solution is easy—
the American Jobs Plan. Let’s spend
more money.

This proposal is part social safety
net, part infrastructure, and part tax-
payer-funded spending spree. It is real-
ly designed to transform America into
Europe—a social safety net economy.

It spends more than $2.5 trillion on
things like electric vehicle chargers
and home healthcare, which we are
happy to debate in any other context,
but what we really need is a jobs plan
to get America back to work, not an-
other Trojan horse like we saw passed
earlier this year and is currently being
advertised, for example, under the
guise of being an infrastructure bill.

In order to finance this plan, along
with the President’s American Fami-
lies Plan, our Democratic colleagues
want to enact the largest tax hike in a
generation. So contrary to what we did
in 2017 by lowering the tax burden and
giving people more of what they
earned—and we have seen those tre-
mendous economic results as a con-
sequence—our Democratic colleagues
want to, while we are still at 6 percent
unemployment, raise taxes, which will
further retard the economic recovery.

So to recap, the plan for economic re-
covery is to make it more expensive for
businesses to operate and nearly im-
possible for them to find workers. No
wonder the economy isn’t rebounding
like we had hoped. That is what hap-
pened to the million jobs that were
projected to be in the latest jobs re-
port, but it was unfortunately a dis-
appointing 25 percent of those million
jobs.

So instead of building on the suc-
cesses of 2017 and the prepandemic
economy, the administration wants to
double down on the old, tired belief
that America can tax and spend and
regulate itself to prosperity. We don’t
need dramatic tax increases for sweep-
ing social safety programs to get our
economy back on track. We need to
replicate the same factors that led to
our banner prepandemic recovery. We
need to get our children safely back in
the classroom so their parents can re-
turn to the workforce. We need to stop
paying workers to sit on the sidelines,
and we need to give the job creators
the ability to drive our economy for-
ward.

Democrats don’t have an ‘““‘American
Something Plan” for every problem.
Sometimes all the government has to
do is get out of the way.

I yield the floor.

VOTE ON PALM NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, all postcloture time
is expired.
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The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Palm nomina-
tion?

Mr. DURBIN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that and
the Senator from New Mexico (Mr.
HEINRICH) are necessarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 61,
nays 37, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 180 Ex.]

YEAS—61
Baldwin Graham Reed
Bennet Grassley Romney
Blumenthal Hassan Rosen
Blunt Hickenlooper Rounds
Booker Hirono Sanders
Brown Kaine Schatz
Burr Kelly Schumer
Cantwell King
Capito Klobuchar S?aheen
Cardin Lujan mema
Carper Manchin Smith
Casey Markey Stab'enow
Collins Menendez Sullivan
Coons Merkley Tester
Cornyn Murkowski Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Murphy Warner
Crapo Murray Warnock
Duckworth Ossoff Warren
Durbin Padilla Whitehouse
Feinstein Peters Wyden
Gillibrand Portman
NAYS—37
Barrasso Hoeven Rubio
Blackburn Hyde-Smith Sasse
Boozman Inhofe Scott (FL)
Braun Johnson Scott (SC)
Cassidy Kennedy Shelby
Cotton Lankford Thune
gramer iee ) Tillis
TUZ ummis

Daines Marshall Toomey

Tuberville
Ernst McConnell .
Fischer Moran Wicker
Hagerty Paul Young
Hawley Risch

NOT VOTING—2

Heinrich Leahy

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
LUJAN.) Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s actions.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 65, Cynthia
Minette Marten, of California, to be Deputy
Secretary of Education.

Charles E. Schumer, Patty Murray, Mi-
chael F. Bennet, Jack Reed, Jeanne
Shaheen, Patrick J. Leahy, Martin
Heinrich, Catherine Cortez Masto,
Kirsten E. Gillibrand, Christopher Mur-
phy, Christopher A. Coons, Tammy
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Baldwin,
Van Hollen, Tim Kaine,
Carper, Amy Klobuchar,
Wood Hassan.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Cynthia Minette Marten, of Cali-
fornia, to be Deputy Secretary of Edu-
cation, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Mexico (Mr. HEIN-
RICH) and the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 54,
nays 44, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 181 Ex.]

Tammy Duckworth, Chris
Thomas R.
Margaret

YEAS—54
Baldwin Grassley Peters
Bennet Hassan Portman
Blumenthal Hickenlooper Reed
Blunt Hirono Rosen
Booker Kaine Sanders
Brown Kelly Schatz
Burr King Schumer
Cantwell Klobuchar Shaheen
Cardin Lujan Sinema
Carper Manchin Smith
Casey Markey Stabenow
Collins Menendez Tester
Coons Merkley Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Murkowski Warner
Duckworth Murphy Warnock
Durbin Murray Warren
Feinstein Ossoff Whitehouse
Gillibrand Padilla Wyden

NAYS—44
Barrasso Hagerty Romney
Blackburn Hawley Rounds
Boozman Hoeven Rubio
Braun Hyde-Smith Sasse
Capito Inhofe Scott (FL)
Cassidy Johnson Scott (SC)
Cornyn Kennedy Shelby
Cotton Lankford Sullivan
Cramer Lee Thune
Crapo Lummis Tillis
Cruz Marshall
Daines McConnell Toomei,’
Ernst Moran Tlllbervﬂle
Fischer Paul Wicker
Graham Risch Young

NOT VOTING—2

Heinrich Leahy

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 54, the nays are 44.
The motion is agreed to.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Cynthia Minette Marten, of California,
to be Deputy Secretary of Education.

———
RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:57 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Ms. SINEMA).
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EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Carolina.
NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Mr. TILLIS. Madam President, this
week is National Police Week, and I
rise today in honor of the service and
sacrifice of law enforcement across this
country.

In North Carolina, we lost 10 law en-
forcement officers in 2020, and we trag-
ically lost 6, so far, in 2021. Some of
these officers were victims of COVID,
others were involved in car accidents,
and some made the ultimate sacrifice
being killed in the line of duty.

Recent tragedies in Cabarrus, Gas-
ton, Henderson, and Watauga Counties
in my State of North Carolina have
been met with an outpouring of grati-
tude, appreciation, and love from the
residents for the communities they
help keep safe.

Last September, we lost Deputy
Ryan Hendrix of the Henderson County
Sheriff’s Office after he was shot and
killed responding to a break-in. Officer
Hendrix was only 35 years old. He had
two young children and was set to be
married to his fiance the following
month.

Last December, Tyler Herndon of the
Mount Holly Police Department was
tragically killed in the line of duty just
days before his 26th birthday.

In December, Officer Jason Shuping
of the Concord Police Department was
shot and killed while responding to an
attempted carjacking. Officer Shuping
was only 25 years old. He left behind
his wife Haylee, a high school sweet-
heart whom he had been in love with
for years and married for 2. Last week,
I had the honor—the sad honor—of
joining Cabarrus County to commemo-
rate Law Enforcement Day and to
honor Officer Shuping’s service.

Most recently, on April 28, North
Carolina tragically lost two more law
enforcement officers: Sergeant Chris
Ward and K-9 Deputy Logan Fox of the
Watauga County Sheriff’s Office. They
were conducting a welfare check that
turned into a deadly, hours-long stand-
off. Sergeant Ward was only 36 years
old. He was an 8-year law enforcement
veteran. He leaves behind a wife, who
was also his high school sweetheart,
and two daughters. Deputy Fox was
only 25 years old. He was a 2-year vet-
eran of the Watauga Sheriff’s Office,
and he was a partner with a K-9 named
“Raven.” He was engaged and soon to
be married.

The people of North Carolina came
together to pay their final respects to
these brave officers just a little over a
week ago. During the procession from
Winston-Salem back to Boone, many
stood on the side of the road to salute
the officers and proudly wave Amer-
ican flags.

I told the audience and the police of-
ficers present last week in Concord
that you need to know that the major-
ity of Americans still greatly appre-
ciate your service to law enforcement.
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They recognize the vast majority of
men and women serving in law enforce-
ment are good people who put their
uniforms on every day, willing to sac-
rifice their own lives to protect us.

Being a law enforcement officer is
not an easy job, and it is certainly not
safe. We saw that on Capitol Hill on
January 6. But being an officer is be-
coming harder and harder as they han-
dle more stress, more pressure, and
more responsibilities than ever before.
If their jobs weren’t hard enough al-
ready, there are some people, including
people on Capitol Hill, who are actively
demonizing all of law enforcement, ar-
guing that they are unworthy of tax-
payer funding and the people’s respect.

It is no wonder why many law en-
forcement officers across the Nation—
officers across the Nation—have low
morale. We are seeing the real-world
consequences: a decrease in applica-
tions to go in academies, early exits,
and more retirements. It has gotten to
dangerous levels in several cities
across the country.

The demonization of law enforcement
will have lasting consequences, and it
will ultimately make all of us less safe.
This is why Congress must do every-
thing we can to support law enforce-
ment and to stop efforts to demean and
demonize them. The best way to do
that is to recognize law enforcement
for their remarkable service and the
dangers they face to protect us.

That is why I recently reintroduced
the Protect and Serve Act. This legis-
lation would make it a Federal crime
to intentionally assault a law enforce-
ment officer. It ensures prosecutors
have every tool available to punish
those who attack and target them. In
2018, the Protect and Serve Act passed
the House by a vote of 382 to 35, and it
had the support of every current Mem-
ber of the House Democratic leader-
ship.

If President Biden is serious about
unity, I can think of no better bill for
him to support. This week, I will be re-
introducing another important piece of
legislation, the Probation Officer Pro-
tection Act. This bill would give proba-
tion officers the arrest authority they
need to fully enforce the law and pro-
tect public safety. I hope my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle will
cosponsor this bill and work with me
to send it to the President’s desk,
along with the Protect and Serve Act.

I know every Member of Congress has
seen the heroism of law enforcement
firsthand. I did too. We all saw it on
January 6, when Capitol Police and DC
Police risked their lives to ensure our
safety. We ultimately lost two Capitol
Police officers, and we lost another
since then. More than 440 of our Cap-
itol Police and DC Police were injured
in the events of January 6.

I hope the respect and appreciation
we show to law enforcement this week
can be sustained year-round. Let us
commit ourselves to doing all we can
to support the men and women in blue
who protect and serve us every single
day.
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